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DIRECTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTE 30 

All Chapters of PDP – NPS-HPL 
 

[1] As you may be aware, the National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land (NPS-HPL) 
takes effect on 17 October 2022.   

[2] The scope of the NPS-HPL is limited to rural land recognised through Land Use Capability 
(LUC) classifications as having productive value. It does not apply to land currently zoned or 
identified for urban purposes (including residential, commercial and industrial). The objective 
is to protect highly productive land for land-based primary production, both now and for future 
generations. Until regional councils have mapped all highly productive land, a transitional 
definition applies such that all land zoned general rural, rural production and classed LUC 1, 
2, or 3 is deemed highly productive (and therefore subject to the provisions of the NPS-HPL) 
unless the land: 

• is identified by the relevant council for future urban development; or 
• is subject to a council-initiated, or council adopted, notified plan change to rezone it 

from general rural or rural production to urban or rural lifestyle. 

[3] Where, either through the transitional definition or through the subsequent regional council 
mapping, a site is identified as containing “highly productive land”, the NPS-HPL directs that 
rezoning, subdivision or development of that land is to be avoided except in certain 
circumstances. 

[4] We recognise the potential implications of the NPS-HPL across the PDP, and that the relief 
sought in submissions, and the subsequent Council officer recommendations and submitter 
evidence has been prepared prior to the NPS-HPL having effect.  

[5] As such, we request that the Council prepare a specific NPS-HPL s42A report to address 
the effect of the NPS-HPL on all chapters of the PDP that have already been heard or where 
the s42A report has already been prepared1. The NPS-HPL s42A report should confirm 
which chapters of the PDP are affected and recommend amendments required to give effect 
to the NPS-HPL that are within the scope of submissions. Any amendments required that 
are outside the scope of submissions will need to be addressed by the Council through a 
future plan change.  

[6] Accordingly, we direct that: 

a. SDC is to prepare a NPS-HPL s42A report and circulate it to only those submitters who 
made submissions on the PDP in relation to: 

i. the protection of versatile soils / highly productive land; or 

ii. any proposal that enables the subdivision or use/development of highly productive 
land where it will adversely impact the productive capacity of the land; or 

iii. the effects of urban growth on highly productive land;  

by 16 December 2022; 

b. If the relevant submitters (as noted above) wish to file written statements of evidence in 
response to the NPS-HPL s42A report, then those statements must be provided to the 
Hearings Administrator (hearings@selwyn.govt.nz) on or before 10 February 2023. 

[7] At this stage, we do not foresee the need to hold a hearing to specifically address 
submissions subject to the NPS-HPL s42A report, however we will confirm our position on 
this following receipt of written statements from submitters. 

 

 
1 The NPS-HPL s42A report will not include submissions seeking to rezone land. These submissions are subject to a separate 
Rezoning Hearing Topic and the s42A reports for each of these Rezoning hearings will address the NPS-HPL as part of making 
site-specific recommendations (see Minute 29). 
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Rob van Voorthuysen 
Independent Commissioner – Chair - on behalf of the DPR Hearing Panel members 
17 October 2022 
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